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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BURRIS). The =Senator from Oregon is
recognized.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. Preszident, I rize
today to ghare a few thoughtz about
our health care proposal and also to ad-

dress the amendment of my good friend
from Maryland., Senator MIKULSKI. We
have heard the word *“*arrogant’’ echo
in thiz Chamber. **The bill before us iz
arrogant.”’

I come to it with a zomewhat dif-
ferent perspective. For 10 vears, as a
reprezentative of a working class
nelghborhood back in Oregon, as a
State leglzlator, I have heard a lot of
gtoriez from America’s working fami-
llez—from the working families in my
House diztrict back home, a lot of sto-
riez regarding health care. There 12 a
Iot of concern that they can't afford
health care. There iz a lot of concern
that thelr children do not have appro-
priate coverage. There 1= a lot of con-
cern that their health care iz tled to
their job, and 1if they lose thelr job
they are going to lose thelr health
Care.

There 1z a huge amount of stress for
America’s familiezs who understand if
vou have health care vou have to
worry about loging 1t, and if vou don't
have 1t you have to worry about get-
ting =lck. That 1z why we are here
today in thiz Chamber debating health
care, becanse =0 many of us have heard
from our constitnents, =0 many of us
know from our personal experience
what a dysfunctional, broken health
care system we have in America.

Sometimes, lstening to thi=s con-
versatilon on the Senate floor, ¥youn

wonuld think this 18 a rather coms-
plicated debate. But the heart of this

bill 1= not that complicated. The heart



of this bill iz that every =ingle Amer-
lcan should have accesz to affordable,
quality health care, and that we can
take a model that has worked very well
for the Federal emplovees of our Na-
tion, a model that encourages competi-
tlon, a model that says let's create a
marketplace where every Individual,
every =mall businesz that currently
struggles to get health care and has to
pay a4 huge premiom for health care—
enable them to join a health care pool
that will negotiate a good deal on thelr
behalfl

I think every American who has tried
o get health care on thelr own, every
anall business that 1= paying a 1b6- to
20-percent premiom becanse they don't
have the clout of a large business, un-
derstands 1f they could join with other
busineszes, 1if they could join with
other individuals, they would get a lot
better deal.

Americans understand if there iz a
large pool of cltizens who are seeking
health insarance that insurerz are
going to be attracted to market their
goods. We have zeen that in the Fed-
eral employees gystem, where insurers
come and compete. It tarng the tables.
It takes the power away from the in-
surance companies and 1t glves the
power to the American citizen becaunse
now the cltizen i= in charge. Now the
cltizen gets to choose between health
care providers instead of having to
gearch for anvone from whom they can
pozeibly get a policy.

Ido not find that it iz arrogant to try
o create a system In which individuals

and small busineszes get health care
that iz more affordable. I don't find
that a bill that says we are golng to in-
vest In prevention 1z arrogant, that is
gnart. I don't find a bill that =ays we
are going to create incentives to do dis-



eAEe MAanagement arrogant, =0 someone
guffering from diabetez has the dizeaze
managed rather than ending up with an
expensive amputation of their foot.
That 1= intelligent, that iz not arro-
gant.

I don't find that having a bill that
zmys every glngle American iz golng to
find affordable health care, and if they
are too poor to afford it we will provide
a subsldy to assist them, to get every-
cne in the door, that iz not arrogant.
That 1z saving we are all In this to-
gether as citizens and that health care
1z a fandamental factor in the gquality
of life. It iz a fundamental factor in the
pursalt of happiness. It 1= not arrogant
to find for fundamental access to
health care.

I rizse specifically to address the
amendment offered by my good friend
from Maryland, Senator MIKULSKI. The
legislation we are consldering has
many parts that make health care
more affordable and available, that ex-
pand access; many parts to hold insar-
ance companies accountable. But a big
part of health care reform also deals
with helping people avold illnesz or in-
jury in the first place. That i= what
Senator MmuLskrs amendment does
and why 1t 1z =0 important that it be
Included in thiz package.

Preventive screening s=saves lives.
That 1= a fact. Early detection saves
Hves. That iz a fact. Too many women
forgo both because of the cost.

I want to share a story from a physi-
clan in Oregon. The physician iz Dr.

Linda Harriz. I am going to guote her
gtory in full. It i= not that long. She
BALFEC

I work one day & weex &t our county's pub-
lic hea!lth department. There 1 met Bue, & 31-
year-old woman who came in with pelvic
pein and bleeding. Bhe proved to heve ex-
tremely aEgressive cervicel cancer that was
stage IV when I disgnosed it.



dhe continues:

When Sue was 18 she hed & toba!l ligation
gfter she gave hirth to her only child. A= &
single mom she did not have the financial re-
sgurces to have more children. She con-
centrated on reizing her desughter. Sue &l-
wayeE worked, sometimes 2 jobe &t once, but
never the dnd of job that offered health in-
surgnce. But beceuse she had & tubsel ligation
ghe did not gqualify for our Etate's family
planning expanszion project that provides free
ennuel exames, Pep smears and contraceptive
services to many of our clients.

The doctor continues:

Cervicel cencer {= an entirely preventahle
dizegse. Pap smears almost alwayve find it in
ite preinvesive form, but Sue never came in
for & Pap smesar or an annual exam. Her lack
of affordable &ccess to besic heslth care
proved fatal. When Bue died of cervical can-
cer her daughter was 13,

That iz the completion of the story
that the doctor shared. Sue should not
be viewed as a statlstie in a broken
health care system. But, instead, we

ghould take her story to heart, about
the Importance of preventive services.
Bue 1z one of 4,000 Americans who die
each vear becanse they lack insurance,
according to a recent Harvard Medical
Bchool study.

Let me repeat that statistic becaunse
I think it iz hard to get your hands
around—44,000 Americans dle each year
becaunsze they lack insarance. I don't
think it iz arrogant to =ay we should
build a health care system that glves
every single American access to afford-
able, guallty care so0 that 44.000 of our
mothers and fathers, our =ons and
brothers, our daughters, oar wives, oar
glzters—so that 44.000 of them do not
die each wvear because they lack insar-
arce.

Senator MEULSKI's amendment will
help keep this tragedy from happening
to our families. To put it plainly, it



will zave lives. It does this by allowing
the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration to develop evidence-bazed
guldelines to help bridge critical gaps
In coverage and access to affordable
preventive health servicez—the zame
approach the bill takes to address gaps
In preventive services for children.
Thiz will guarantee Women accessg to
the kinds of screenings and testzs that
can prevent 1llnesses or stop them
early.

Ag the American Cancer Soclety Can-
cer Action Network notes:

Transforming our broxen “sick care' =ve-
cem depends on &n incresgeed emphesis on de-
tection &and early prevention, enshling us to
find dizsesses when they are egsier to survive
gnd less expensive o treat.

That last point i= also Important.
Treating illnezzez also =ave: money.
With =0 much emphasls on the cost of
health care, we should all agree that it
1z common senze to include reforms
that lower health care costz for all
Americans.

I was noticing that her amendment
hasz a long list of organizations stating
how important this iz—the National
Organization for Women, the Natlonal
Partnership for Women and Families,
the Rellglons Coalition for Reproduc-
tive Cholce, the American Cancer Soci-
ety-Cancer Action Network, the Na-
tional Family Planning and Reproduc-
tive Health Association.

I appland Senator MixkuLsk: for offer-
Ing thiz amendment. I arge my col-
leagues to remember the 44,000 Ameri-
cans who die every year because they
do not have access to Insurance, be-
canse they do not have access to pre-
ventive szervices, and vote to include
this important reform.



